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muleteers were able to rob their European employers with
perfect impunity,3 and the "Tartars" to take liberties
with the persons they escorted.2

The city rabble always and everywhere made a point
of flouting the European passer-by, jeering at him, pelt-
ing him with rubbish, jostling him, striking off his hat,
and sometimes knocking him down, just for pleasure.3
Such were the conditions under which the Franks lived
even in the capital of the Ottoman Empire. Much
harder was their lot in towns distant from the seat of
the Sultan's authority. Among these Cairo and Alexan-
dria, perhaps, carried off the palm for brutality.

In those Eastern cities the Franks occupied among
the Moslems the position which the Jews occupied among
the Christians in Western cities. They dwelt in a sort
of Ghetto : a^Kkan which was " locked up by the Turkes
at noones and at nights, for fear that the Franks should
suffer or offer any outrage/' 4

Every Frank was obliged to dismount when he met in
the street a Turk of quality : if he did not do so volun-
tarily, the great man's cavases would drag him off by
force and drub him with their cudgels. But to be a
blackguard it was not necessary to be a man of quality :
it was enough to be a Moslem. Any follower of the
Prophet might spit into a Christian's face, belabour
him with his stick, even stab him with a knife. The
Frank dared not express his resentment by a look, much
less defend himself. The least attempt at self-defence
was enough to bring upon him a false charge of assault ;
and in Turkish law to lift a hand against a True Believer

1 George Sandys (1610), in Purchas, viii. 235.

* Holland (1812), 270.

3 Sandys, 108 ; A Picturesque Tour through part of Europe,
Asia, and Africa, by an Italian Gentleman (Constantinople, Dec.
1788), 144.               4 Sandys, vi. 186.